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Education and Training Committee — 11 June 2009
Practitioner psychologist — list of approved programmes

Executive summary and recommendations

This paper seeks to agree the list of approved programmes for practitioner
psychologists, which will become effective from the date of the register opening
(1 July 2009). The Education and Training Committee is asked to agree a list of
currently approved programmes as well as a list of programmes which were
approved historically for specific periods. The recommended lists are based on
the accreditation information available from the British Psychological Society
(BPS).

Introduction
Article 15(8) of the Health Professions Order provides that:

“(8) The Council shall maintain and publish a list of the courses of
education and training, qualifications and institutions —

(a) which are for the time being approved under this Order: or

(b) which have been approved under this Order but which are no
longer approved, together with a record of the periods in respect
of which they were approved.”

Paragraphs (1) and (2) of Article 5 of the Health Care and Associated
Professions (Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order
2009 provides that:

“(1) The HPC and the BPS, and the HPC and the AEP, shall enter into
arrangements (which may include financial arrangements) to facilitate the
introduction of the new arrangements for the statutory regulation of
practitioner psychologists arising out of this Order

“(2) The arrangements entered into under paragraph (1) shall include
arrangements to ensure that all the names in the BPS register and the AEP
register which are to be entered in the HPC register with effect from the
appointed day for practitioner psychologists are so entered.”

In turn, schedule 2(16) of the Health Care and Associated Professions
(Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 outlines
amendments to schedule 3 of the Health Professions Order 2001. The
amendment of schedule 3 refers to the following definitions;

“AEP register” means the aggregate of the entries in the membership list
maintained by the Association of Educational Psychologists (which held its
inaugural meeting at the London School of Economics on 14th April 1962



and was founded on that date(49)) that relate to full members of the
Association;”;

“BPS register” means the aggregate of the entries in the register
maintained by the British Psychological Society (which was incorporated by
Royal Charter on 26th February 1965(50)) that relate to holders of
practising certificates who are full members of one or more of the divisions
of the Society in respect of the following branches of psychology: clinical
psychology; counselling psychology; educational psychology; forensic
psychology; health psychology; occupational psychology; and sport and
exercise psychology;”

Therefore, it is necessary for the Committee to maintain and publish lists of
approved programmes for practitioner psychologists. These lists should take into
consideration the register transfer arrangements outlined above.

Current arrangements with the Association of Educational Psychologists
and British Psychological Society

The Association of Educational Psychologists (AEP) does not approve
programmes for entry onto their register. They rely on the accreditation
procedures of the British Psychological Society (BPS).

The BPS has a long history of accrediting programmes for entry onto their
register. The BPS accredit a number of programmes which lead directly to
eligibility to hold a practising certificate and become a full member of one of their
divisions (e.g. doctorates or ‘stage 1’ programmes). They also award their own
qualifications which are aimed at students who do not wish to attend a higher
education institution. These ‘society qualifications’ lead directly to eligibility to
hold a practising certificate and become a full member of one of their divisions. In
addition, the BPS accredit a number of programmes which do not lead directly to
eligibility to hold a practising certificate and become a full member of one of their
divisions (e.g. undergraduate, conversion & masters or ‘stage 1’ programmes).
They also accredit a number of programmes for those who already hold a
practising certificate and are full members of one of their divisions (e.g.
neuropsychology).

In line with the register transfer criteria, it is proposed that only those
programmes which currently allow students to gain a practising certificate and full
membership of one or more of the BPS divisions below should granted open
ended approval by the HPC.

Division of Clinical Psychology;

Division of Counselling Psychology;

Division of Educational and Child Psychology;
Scottish Division of Educational Psychology;
Division of Forensic Psychology;

Division of Health Psychology;

Division of Occupational Psychology; and
Division of Sport and Exercise Psychology.

Appendix 1 provides a list of these current programmes. This list was based on
information provided by the BPS on 13 & 28 May 2009.



Historical arrangements with the Association of Educational Psychologists
and British Psychological Society

The Association of Educational Psychologists (AEP) has never approved
programmes for entry onto their register. They have always relied on the
accreditation procedures of the British Psychological Society (BPS).

The BPS has a long history of accrediting programmes for entry onto their
register. Traditionally, the training routes for most practitioner psychologists have
involved an element of academic (theory) learning and an element of practical
(placement or supervised practice) learning. In most cases, the two elements
were distinct with the academic learning being completed before the practical
learning begun. However, in some circumstances the two elements were
completed concurrently. Traditionally, the BPS accreditation process has focused
on accrediting these elements separately. In the main, they accredited academic
masters programmes delivered by Higher Education Institutions and awarded
their own qualifications to cover the practical learning. Applicants then had to
demonstrate a combination of the two elements to be eligible to gain a practising
certificate and become a full member of one of their divisions. In more recent
years, the BPS has accredited a small number of programmes that lead directly
to eligibility to hold a practising certificate and become a full member of one of
their divisions. It is proposed that these programmes are approved (for the
historical periods) so that any one of has completed these programmes can apply
for registration with the HPC, via the UK approved programme route, after the
register opens.

The BPS also has a long history of processing applications for practising
certificate and membership of one of their divisions. Historically, their
accreditation and application processes have worked together to ensure that
applicants have the appropriate knowledge and experience to gain a practising
certificate and become a full member of one of their divisions. The application
processing stage has allowed the BPS to assess applicants’ prior knowledge and
experience that is additional to their accredited qualification. This has allowed the
BPS to use a system that relies on a ‘combination of evidence’ to demonstrate
that their standards have been met. It is proposed that these ‘combination routes’
are approved (for the historical periods) so that any one of has completed these
‘combination routes’ can apply for registration with the HPC, via the UK approved
programme route, after the register opens. This

Appendix 2 provides a list of these historic programmes. This list was based on
information provided by the BPS on 13 & 28 May and 1 June 2009.

Appendix 3 provides a list of these historic combination routes. This list was
based on information provided by the BPS on 13 & 28 May and 1 June 2009.

HPC'’s list of approved programmes

The HPC'’s ‘register of approved programmes’ is only available on-line. It is
proposed that the list of approved programmes for practitioner psychologists is
published, with the relevant caveats, ahead of the register opening on 1 July
2009. This would ensure that education providers who are currently unclear
whether their programme will be approved by the HPC or not, receive clear and
effective information at the earliest opportunity. Once the register is opened, the
list would adopt the same format as the existing thirteen professions.



Decision
The Committee is asked to agree the following:

e To grant open ended approval to the programmes outlined in appendix 1
(subject to receiving the final data from the BPS and any subsequent editing);

e To approve the programmes for the historical periods outlined in appendix 2
(subject to receiving the final data from the BPS and any subsequent editing);

e To confirm that the programmes outlined in appendix 2 are no longer
approved (subject to receiving the final data from the BPS and any
subsequent editing);

e To approve the combination routes for the historical periods outlined in
appendix 3 (subject to receiving the final data from the BPS, any subsequent
editing and legal advice);

e To confirm that the combination routes outlined in appendix 3 are no longer
approved (subject to receiving the final data from the BPS, any subsequent
editing and legal advice);

e To publish the appropriate lists of approved programmes; and

¢ To agree that the above decisions will become effective from the date of the
register opening (1 July 2009)

Background information
None

Resource implications
Accounted for in 2009-2010 Education work plan and budget.

Financial implications
Accounted for in 2009-2010 Education work plan and budget.

Appendices

Appendix 1 — List of currently approved programmes

Appendix 2 — List of historically approved programmes (individual programmes)
Appendix 3 — List of historically approved programmes (combination routes)

Date of paper
1 June 2009
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