Health Professions Council
Education and Training Committee – 12 June 2007
Historical approval of programmes leading to entitlements under the
Prescription Only Medicines (Human Use) Order 1997
Executive Summary and Recommendations
This is a follow up paper to the paper entitled ‘Historical approval of
programmes leading to entitlements under the Prescription Only Medicines
(Human Use) Order 1997’ considered at the last Education and Training
Committee meeting.
Introduction
We currently annotate the register to indicate where registrant chiropodists /
podiatrists are qualified to administer local analgesia (LA) and to supply
prescription only medicines (POM) under the Prescription Only Medicines
(Human Use) Order 1997.
The 1997 order gave state registered chiropodists the legal entitlement to
administer certain local anaesthetics within the programme of their practice
without a prescription from a doctor, providing they held a ‘certificate of
competence’ in the use of analgesics issued by the Chiropodists board of the
CPSM. An amendment to the order in 1998 gave state registered chiropodists
who held a certificate of competence in their use to supply certain prescription
only medicines in programme of their professional practice.
At the Education and Training Committee in October 2004 and the Approvals
Committee in February 2005, a policy was agreed to enable the approval of
post-registration programmes in LA and POM. This policy focused on new
post-registration programmes in LA and POM, which education providers had
never delivered before.
At the Education and Training Committee in February 2007, it was agreed that
that LA and POM programmes historically approved by the Chiropodists board
of the CPSM would be considered for renewal of approval, and/or recognising
historical approval. This would allow any programmes in LA and POM which
were approved by the Chiropodists board of the CPSM, the opportunity to either
continue being offered in the future, or for recent students who completed them
to opportunity to obtain the annotation on the Register.
Recent developments
The Executive received information from the Society of Chiropodists and
Podiatrists about the LA and POM programmes historically approved by the
Chiropodists board of the CPSM. (Appendix 1).
There is evidence that the Chiropodists board of the CPSM approved POM
programmes as both individual programmes and as part of pre-registration
programmes.
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There is no clear evidence that the Chiropodists board of the CPSM approved
LA programmes as both individual programmes and as part of pre-registration
programmes. The evidence suggests that the LA programmes were approved
as integrated components of pre-registration programmes only. Although there
is some uncertainty as to whether the separate examination in LA was
recognised by Chiropodists board of the CPSM if taken outside of a preregistration programme.
The Executive is recommending that the Education and Training Committee
historically approve the POM programme (or ‘module’ or ‘unit’, as they are more
likely to be referred to) from the following pre-registration programmes, as a
standalone programme.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

University of Huddersfield
University of Southampton
London Foot Hospital*
Matthew Boulton College
University of Salford
University of Brighton
Queen Margaret University
(previously known as Queen Margaret
University College, Edinburgh)
University of Northampton
(previously known as Nene University
College Northampton)
University of Plymouth
Queens University Belfast*
New College Durham
University of Wales Institute Cardiff
(previously known as Cardiff Institute of
Higher Education)
Glasgow Caledonian University

BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry/ BSc
Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
B.Med.Sc Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry
BSc (Hons) Podiatry

* Neither of these education providers deliver pre-registration training any
longer.
The Executive is also proposing that the Education and Training Committee
make it a requirement that any education provider who wishes to run their POM
programme as a standalone programme from October 2007 onwards must
complete a successful minor/major change submission beforehand. This
minor/major change submission will make sure that the programme is relevant
to current practice as well as ensuring the education provider has appropriate
selection and entry criteria for direct entry into the module (i.e. the SET 2:
Programme Admissions paper based assessment agreed at the last Education
and Training Committee in the paper entitled ‘Approval of programmes leading
to entitlements under the Prescription Only Medicines (Human Use) Order
1997’.)
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If agreed, the Executive intend to contact all education providers and explain
the new historic status of their POM programme, as a standalone programme
and the new process for delivering the programme in the future. There are a
number of education providers currently awaiting the outcome of this Committee
decision.
The Executive is recommending that the Education and Training Committee do
not approve any LA programmes from the programmes listed in appendix A, as
a standalone programmes. Instead the Executive propose that clarification is
sought from the Society of Chiropodists and Podiatrists about the status of the
LA examination according to the Chiropodists board of the CPSM. This
clarification will confirm whether there are any standalone LA programmes
which were historically approved by the CPSM and deal with any uncertainty
and limited communication experienced by education providers in the period
between the Chiropodists board of the CPSM issuing ‘certificates of
competence’ and the HPC agreeing the policies and processes to approve LA
programmes.
The Executive also propose to clarify with the Society of Chiropodists and
Podiatrists as to whether there were any post-graduate and/or post-registration
programmes which the Chiropodists board of the CPSM approved as allowing
state registered chiropodists to supply certain prescription only medicines.
Correspondence from various education providers suggests that there were
‘modules’/’units’ in Masters programmes which were recognised by the
predecessor body.
The Executive intend to update Committee on the progress and developments
at their next meeting.
Decision
The Committee is asked to;
 Approve the standalone POM programmes listed above as historically (i.e.
before October 2007) allowing those who complete them to have the register
annotated to indicate that they (chiropodists / podiatrists) are qualified to
supply prescription only medicines (POM)
 Agree that any of these historically approved standalone POM programmes
must complete a successful minor/major change submission before they can
be delivered to future students.
 Agree that there is insufficient evidence to historically approve any LA
programmes (listed in the appendix) as a standalone programme which
allows those who complete them to have the register annotated to indicate
that they (chiropodists / podiatrists) are qualified to administer certain local
anaesthetics (LA).
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 Instruct the Executive to clarify the status of the LA examination according to
the Chiropodists board of the CPSM, from the Society of Chiropodists and
Podiatrists.
Background information
Considered at Education and Training Committee in March 2007.
Resource implications
The planning of the ongoing project and the operation of the minor/major
change submissions has been prepared for and included in the Department’s
work plan and 2007/08 budget.
Financial implications
The (potential) fourteen minor/major change submissions will be met within the
2007/08 budget for minor/major change.
Each minor/major change submission will cost approximately £135.
Background papers
Education and Training Committee - October 2004 - Local Analgesia (LA) and
Prescription Medicine (POM)
Approvals Committee - February 2005 Approval of Post-Registration
Programmes LA and POM
Education and Training Committee – March 2007 - Historical approval of
programmes leading to entitlements under the Prescription Only Medicines
(Human Use) Order 1997
Appendices
Appendix 1 - Letter and appendixes from the Society of Chiropodists and
Podiatrists.
Date of paper
1 June 2007
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