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Executive Summary 

This paper provides an update on Council appointment activity taking place in 2026 as 
follows: 

• Chair appointment

• Council member appointment

• Council member reappointment

Recommendations 

Chair appointment 

The Council is asked to approve: 

• the selection panel for the Chair appointment;

• updates to the appointment process for Council members and other associated
processes shown in tracked changes at Annex 1;

• that the campaign go live as scheduled on 22 June 2026.

The Council is asked to note: 

• the stakeholder feedback which will be reflected in the narrative within the
candidate pack and the final advertising strategy;

• the updated timeline at Annex 2.

Council member appointment and reappointment processes 

The Council is asked to: 

• approve the appointment process for the Council member, including the
composition of the selection panel, and note the timeline at Annex 3;

• approve the composition of the reappointment panel and note the timings for
the reappointment process related to John McEvoy.

Action required The Council is asked to consider and approve the proposal or 
recommendation. 

    Council 
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Previous consideration The Council agreed the initial arrangements for the Chair 
appointment process at its meeting on 4 December 2025 and 
26 March 2026. 

Next steps Chair appointment - we will submit the formal advance notice 
of the Chair appointment campaign to the PSA on May 2026 
to allow sufficient time for scrutiny ahead of the campaign 
going live on 22 June 2026.  

Council member appointment - we will submit the formal 
advance notice of the Council member appointment campaign 
to the PSA in June 2026 to allow sufficient time for scrutiny 
ahead of the campaign going live on 31 August 2026.  

The PSA and the Privy Council are aware of the timelines for 
both campaigns. 

Financial and resource 
implications 

A preliminary budget of £35k has been made available for the 
Chair appointment in 2026-27. The final costs will also be 
dependent on the payment of a day rate to the independent 
panel member and any associated expenses paid and 
additional costs to the agency if it is required to support a 
session with HCPC colleagues to explore the cultural impact 
of shortlisted candidates. The costs related to the recruitment 
of a lay Council member are not currently included in budget 
and this is likely to cost in the region of £15k based on 
previous campaigns. 

Associated strategic 
priority/priorities 

Be visible, engage and informed 

Build a resilient, healthy, capable and sustainable 

organisation 

Associated strategic 
risk(s) 

4. We are unable to effectively build trust, engage with and 
influence our stakeholders, reducing our ability to understand 
their perspectives and regulate effectively 

Risk appetite People - open 

Communication and 
engagement 

In line with PSA guidance, engagement activities have been 
undertaken to allow stakeholders’ views to be taken into 
account during the planning phase of the appointments 
process.  

A detailed advertising strategy and communication plan has 
been developed with support from GatenbySanderson and 
the HCPC Communications team.  
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Equality, diversity and 
inclusion (EDI) impact 
and Welsh language 
standards 

GatenbySanderson has a wealth of experience in placing 
diversity and inclusion at the heart of its support, running a 
process during which attracting, supporting and maintaining 
diversity (including and beyond the protected characteristics) 
will be a central focus at all stages. GatenbySanderson has 
met with the HCPC EDI Strategic Lead and is aware of the 
HCPC’s equality and diversity obligations and how these will 
be implemented during the process.  

Diversity monitoring at each of stage of the appointment 
process will be undertaken to help assess the effectiveness of 
the process from an EDI perspective and identify any areas 
for improvement. EDI is also an element that the PSA 
scrutinises in the assessment of the process against its 
guidance and anonymised information will be provided to 
assist its assessment that the process was fair.  

The Independent Panel members have not been involved in 
previous HCPC recruitment campaigns and will be given an 
induction, which will cover equality and diversity. 

Other impact 
assessments 

Not applicable 

Reason for 
consideration in the 
private session of the 
meeting (if applicable) 

Not applicable 
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Council appointments 

  
1. Chair appointment 
 
Selection panel 

 
1.1 We have discussed with the PSA the timeline for the campaign and the proposed 

composition of the selection panel comprising names from the list agreed by 
Council at its meeting on 26 March 2026. We advised the PSA that the proposed 
selection panel would be: 
 

• Dame Carrie MacEwen – Chair 

• David Stirling – HCPC Senior Council member 

• Jacqui Francis – Independent Panel member 
 

1.2 The PSA has provided feedback on the composition of the selection panel and 
advised that we might wish to consider the option of adding another lay member to 
mitigate any issues of having a registrant majority and to increase confidence in 
what is a most significant appointment for the HCPC. It also generally prefers, 
though will not insist upon, a four-person panel. This is because a three-person 
panel may be easily disrupted by absence and because a four-person panel will 
bring a more diverse range of views. The PSA respect that the decision is ultimately 
for the Council.  

 
1.3 In discussion with the Senior Council member and Chairs of the Committees, who 

were given delegated authority to add to the list of potential panel members, it was 
agreed that Lianne Patterson, HCPC lay Council member and Chair of the Audit 
and Risk Assurance Committee should be approached as the fourth panel member. 
In line with the PSA guidance regarding a current council member sitting on the 
selection panel for a Chair appointment, Lianne has notified the Privy Council and 
the Chair that she will not seek reappointment, and her tenure on Council is due to 
end on 31 December 2026. Lianne has significant experience in public 
appointments. 
 

1.4 The Council is asked to approve the final composition of the selection panel and 
approved the amendments required to the appointment process for Council 
members and other associated processes at Annex 1 to allow flexibility to convene 
a panel of between 3-5 members, if required. 
 

1.5 The appointment process for Council members and other associated processes has 
also been updated to include: 
 

• An opportunity for shortlisted candidates to meet the Chief Executive and 
Registrar (CER), the scope and purpose of the discussion will be limited to 
exploring strategic priorities and will not form any part of the selection process. 
This is a standard element of the appointment process within the PSA guidance. 

• Flexibility to explore the potential cultural impact of the shortlisted candidates, if 
required, as suggested at the December Council meeting. It is made clear that 
the feedback will not form any part of the decision on appointment but will be 
shared with the selection panel to help plan for final interview. This would be 
limited to feedback on communication style, alignment with HCPC values and 
commitment to EDI, and potential areas to explore at interview. This is a new 
addition to the process, and the Council will need to approve this for inclusion 
within the Chair appointment campaign in 2026. 
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Stakeholder engagement 
 

1.6 We have also made progress on our stakeholder engagement activity to inform our 
final planning for the campaign. Stakeholder views have been sought via a range of 
channels, including the opportunity to meet with GatenbySanderson and the HCPC, 
scheduled stakeholder engagement meetings, newsletter and email updates. We 
have engaged with stakeholders across the four countries of the UK to gather their 
views on the design of the campaign, emerging themes or expectations within their 
areas that may be relevant, and the competencies required of the Chair.  
 

1.7 In terms of feedback, stakeholders have very much welcomed the opportunity to 
share their views at an early stage and have been content with the approach and 
process as outlined and have offered support to promote the campaign once live. 
Feedback on the competencies required of the Chair was broadly supportive and no 
specific gaps were identified. However, multiple stakeholders echoed the 
importance of a number of the specific competencies, including the ability to Chair 
and lead an organisation that may be small in size but which is uniquely complex as 
the largest multi-professional regulator and the importance of ensuring that the 
voices of HCPC’s broad and diverse registrant population are heard. The successful 
candidate will also require the ability to understand the scope, breadth and 
differences in the healthcare systems across the UK and have the hard and soft 
leadership and communication skills necessary to navigate the complexities of 
healthcare regulation, including during times of significant change in the external 
environment. Stakeholders welcomed the fact that the role would be advertised as 
being open to both registrant and lay candidates. 
 

1.8 The Chair competencies and evidence required were previously updated to include 
leading an organisation through change and uncertainty, reflecting the complex 
political environment that the HCPC will be required to navigate as it establishes a 
new model of regulation for hospital managers in England, reflecting the ambition of 
the organisation to raise the profile and contribution of its registrants across the UK 
and recognising regulatory reform and plans for a Unitary Board. No further 
changes are suggested at this time, but stakeholder feedback will be used to inform 
the narrative used in the candidate pack. 
 

Candidate pack and promotion 
 

1.9 The candidate pack has been designed in collaboration with the agency and will be 
finalised following Council approval of the final requirements outlined in this paper. 

 
1.10 The advertising strategy and communications campaign has been developed in 

collaboration with the agency and the HCPC communications team. The process 
aims to attract a strong and diverse field of suitable candidates and has been 
designed to ensure the market understands the priorities and context for this 
appointment. 
 

1.11 As identified for development through the Council’s effectiveness review in early 
2025, we will look for additional opportunities to demystify the role of being a 
Council member, including the use of video messaging as was used successfully for 
the Council apprentice campaign. 
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Updated timeline 

 

1.7  The timeline at Annex 2 has been updated slightly to accommodate the availability 
of the selection panel members. The main change is that the interview dates have 
moved slightly later but we remain on track for the appointment to be confirmed in 
December 2026. 

 

2. Council member appointment (lay) 
 

2.1 At its meeting on 26 March 2026 the Council was informed that Lianne Patterson 
would demit office following the end of her first term of appointment. The PSA and 
the Privy Council have been notified that we will need to run a second appointment 
campaign this year. This campaign will be fully managed by the governance team 
and there will be no agency support as is the standard process for Council member 
appointments. 

 
2.2 Council reviewed its skills matrix in December 2025, and no specific gaps were 

highlighted. The competencies for Council members were also refreshed  in 
December 2025 and a number of changes were made at that time, including adding 
a reference to delivering organisational change; bringing risk management to the 
fore; placing more emphasis on holding others to account through constructive and 
positive challenge; and reflecting the discussions arising from the effectiveness 
review regarding awareness of unconscious bias. To maintain the current depth of 
financial knowledge and experience on the Council provided by Lianne, it is 
proposed that as part of this campaign we seek to appoint a lay member who will be 
required to have an accountancy qualification and recent and relevant financial 
experience. 

 
2.3 The constitution of the Council requires at least one member to be resident or 

working in each of the four countries. Lianne’s departure will mean that we no 
longer have a member resident or working in Northern Ireland. Given that the 
campaign is already quite narrow in its scope we propose that this campaign will run 
across the 4 countries and will not be limited to Northern Ireland only. If we are 
unable to appoint a Council member based in Northern Ireland, we will seek to 
address this via the next appointment campaign due to be carried in 2027. We have 
updated the PSA on our plans. 
 

2.4 It is proposed that the selection panel for the council member campaign will be: 

 

• Christne Elliott – Chair of Council and Chair of the panel 

• Lianne Patterson – HCPC Council member with skills and expertise being 
recruited 

• Joe Montgomery CB – Independent Panel Member. Joe was a Civil Service 
Commissioner from 2017-2022 and has a robust skill set in strategic planning 
and business development  

 
2.5 We are investigating the option of using the recruitment portal currently used for HR 

recruitment to support the process. The was successfully used for the Council 
apprentice campaign in 2025 and although there are some system limitations which 
ideally, we would address in terms of making the system more bespoke for a 
Council appointment portal, it remains a better system than manually recording 
applications. 
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2.6 The timeline for the Council member campaign is at Annex 3, but this is subject to 
confirmation of panel member availability and may change. 

 
3. Reappointment process 

 
3.1 Planning for the reappointment process to consider the reappointment of John 

McEvoy is underway and the process will commence in early September and is 
expected to complete by late November. There is no automatic right to 
reappointment, even where post-holder is eligible for reappointment and even 
where the incumbent has performed well in the role as the needs of the Council 
may change over time. 
 

3.2 The Council is asked to confirm that there are no other needs that should be 
factored into either the Council member appointment or reappointment campaigns. 

 
3.3 It is proposed that the selection panel for the Council member reappointment 

campaign will be: 
 

• Christne Elliott – Chair of Council and Chair of the panel 

• Helen Gough – HCPC Registrant Council member  

• Joe Montgomery CB – Independent Panel Member  
 

4. Decisions 
 

Chair appointment 
 
4.1 The Council is asked to approve: 
 

• the selection panel for the Chair appointment; 

• updates to the appointment process for Council members and other 
associated processes at Annex 1; and 

• that the campaign go live as scheduled on 22 June 2026. 
 
4.2 The Council is asked to note: 
 

• the stakeholder feedback which will be reflected in the candidate pack and 
advertising strategy; and 

• the updated timeline at Annex 2. 
 
Council member appointment and re-appointment processes 

 
4.3 The Council is asked to: 

• approve the appointment process for the Council member, including the 
composition of the selection panel, and note the timeline at Annex 3; and 

• approve the composition of the selection panel and note the timings for the 
reappointment process related to John McEvoy. 
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Appointment process for Council members and other associated 
processes – May 2026 
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1. Introduction

1.1. This document sets out the process by which appointments to the Council will be 

managed by the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC). 

1.2. Under provisions in the Health and Social Care Act 2012, the Privy Council is able 

to make arrangements with the HCPC to assist it with its appointment functions. 

1.3. The role of the Professional Standards Authority (PSA) is to advise the Privy 
Council about the process adopted by the regulators in recommending an 
appointment.  

1.4. Having received the PSA’s advice about the process, the Privy Council is 
responsible for making a decision to appoint (or reappoint) an individual to the 
HCPC’s Council. 

1.5. Where a vacancy arises (this may be a new appointment or due to a resignation, 

termination of appointment or death of an incumbent or if a reappointment is not 

being considered), the HCPC is responsible for managing a process of appointing 

a new Council member, in line with the requirements of the legislative framework, 

including the Health and Care Professions Council (Constitution) Order 2009 

(Constitution Order), and will make recommendations to the Privy Council. The 

PSA will be responsible for advising the Privy Council about the process adopted 

by the professional regulators in recommending an appointment. 

1.6. The HCPC will also be responsible for managing the process of reappointment of 

a Council member or chair, extending appointments of Council members and 

chairs, suspending or removing a Council member or chair or making an 

emergency appointment. Again, these processes will be carried out in line with the 

requirements of the legislative framework. 

1.7. Council member recruitment may be supported by an external executive search 

agency, with suitable expertise in attracting diverse and experienced candidates 

for non-executive roles, if required. This helps to avoid any direct, associative, 

perceptive or indirect discrimination and to increase the diversity of the candidate 

talent pool. The agency will be appointed via a tender procurement process 

conducted in compliance with our internal procurement guidelines and relevant 

legislation. The tender panel for appointing the external providers will comprise the 

Senior Council member, the Independent Committee member of the 

Remuneration Committee and the Head of Governance supported by a senior 

member of the procurement team. 

1.8. The process has been written to take into account “Good practice in making 

Council appointments-Guidance for regulators making appointments which are 

subject to section 25C scrutiny” published by the PSA and most recently updated 

in July 2022. 

1.9. The PSA has identified four principles to be applied to all processes relating to the 

appointment and reappointment, suspension and removal from office of chairs and 
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members of the Council. These principles should be demonstrated by the 

regulators throughout their work: 

• Merit – All selection decisions must be based on evidence of candidates’

merit. This means appointing and reappointing individuals whose skills and

experience have been judged to best meet the needs of the regulator and,

where appropriate, recommending the removal or suspension of individuals

where there a strong case for doing so.

• Fairness – Processes used in appointments must be objective, impartial and

applied consistently. Processes must promote equality and be free from

discrimination, harassment or victimisation.

• Transparency and openness – Public appointments must be advertised in a

way that is designed to attract a strong and diverse field of suitable

candidates. Information about posts and appointment processes must be

publicly available. The reasons for any recommendations made to the Privy

Council arising from these processes must be clear.

• Inspiring confidence – The regulator’s processes and systems must inspire

confidence that it regulates in the public interest and take into account external

perspectives. All processes must meet the requirements of the regulator’s

legislative framework.

1.10. The appointment process will be carried out in two stages: the preparation and the 

assessment and selection stages. 

Appointment of Council members 

Stage 1 – Preparation 

2. Selection panel

2.1. A selection panel will be appointed by Council before the start of any recruitment 
campaign. They will be responsible for making recommendations to the Privy 
Council on behalf of the Council. For those appointments starting in January, the 
panel will need to be submitted to Council for consideration and approval by July 
the preceding year, as a minimum. 

2.2. The composition of the panel will depend upon the nature of the recruitment 
campaign and will consist of at least three and usually no more than five members. 
However, for appointment processes in relation to members of Council, the panel 
will typically comprise the following: 

• the Chair of the Council;

• an independent person with experience in public appointments; and

• one other member, drawn from those suitable candidates outlined in the
PSA guidance, who may be another member of Council as long as this
does not result in a registrant majority on the panel.

2.3. For the appointment of the Chair of the Council, the panel will typically comprise: 
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• a chair of an independent regulator or public authority;

• an independent person with experience in public appointments; and

• one other member, drawn from those suitable candidates outlined in the
PSA guidance, which may a member of Council who is not eligible for
further reappointment and is nearing the end of their tenure as a Council
member.

2.4. Consideration will also be given to ensuring the relevant expertise on the panel, for 
example, if we were seeking to appoint an individual with a financial background, 
someone with relevant expertise would be within the proposed composition. Due 
consideration will be given to the diversity of the panel when deciding who should 
be included, and an additional member/s may be included to ensure a diverse 
range of views and to mitigate against the panel being disrupted by absence. 

2.5. In order to retain the independence of panel members drawn from outside the 
HCPC, and to prevent conflicts of interest, the maximum period any panel member 
may be appointed to the selection panel is for three separate appointments 
processes. The selection panel will be chaired by the Chair of the HCPC or, in the 
event that the recruitment exercise is for that position, the chair of an independent 
regulator or public authority. 

2.6. Any new panel members i.e. any that have not been involved in previous HCPC 
recruitment campaigns, will be given an induction. This will cover the following 
areas: 

• Background to organisation;

• Relationship between the Council and the executive team;

• HCPC Strategy 2026-31

• Composition of current Council;

• Equality and diversity;

• Appointments process adopted by HCPC.

3. Preparation of paperwork

3.1. When a vacancy arises, the ‘advance notice of intent to recommend appointment’ 
template, together with supporting documentation should be sent to the PSA at 
least three weeks before the first advert is due to be launched.  

3.2. Prior to submitting an ‘advance notice of intent to recommend appointment’, the 
following should be undertaken: 

• The Privy Council Office to be notified of HCPC’s intention to initiate a
recruitment campaign to ensure that the timescales are suitable from their
point of view;

• The Council to agree the selection panel for the campaign;

• Consideration will need to be given to the skills matrix of Council to identify if
there are any gaps in the skills base of Council members that need to be
filled as part of the recruitment campaign. If so, a review of competencies will
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be carried out by the Head of Governance and subsequently agreed by 
Council if any material changes need to be made; 

• Term dates of Council members have been staggered to ensure not all
Council member’s terms of office finish at the same time. Consideration will
need to be given to the appointment dates of the existing Council members
and then a decision arrived at in relation to the appointment of the new
Council member(s);

• Review application form to include: review of standard forms including
diversity monitoring and conflict of interest declarations to ensure that they
are fit for the current application process;

• Draft information pack to include: information on the organisation; role brief;
competencies required; eligibility and any additional shortlisting criteria;
guidance on the process including key dates; conditions of appointment; and
standard agreed policies on conflicts of interest, equality, diversity and
inclusion, data protection processes and dealing with complaints;

• Review accessibility arrangements to ensure that the contacts for Welsh
translation, Braille, and text relay are up to date and to ensure that options
for accessibility and translation are clearly stated in public documentation;

• Drafting of advert and advertising strategy.

3.3. The ‘advance notice of intent to recommend appointment’ template (which can be 
found on the PSA’s website) should include the following information: 

• Summary of the requirements of Council including current Council

membership;

• Roles and responsibilities of those involved in the process;

• Details of stakeholder engagement including confirmation of communication

with the Privy Council Office;

• Details of the proposed selection panel;

• Details of how the process meets the obligations under the Equality Act

2010;

• Advertising and publicity strategy (including the draft advert);

• Selection criteria and competencies;

• Selection process;

• Conflicts of interest and due diligence;

• Additional information and comments (e.g. anticipated risks);

• Supporting documentation (e.g. candidate information pack, job description,

draft application form).
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3.4. In drafting the ‘advance notice’ form, due regard will be given to lessons learned 
from previous recruitment rounds. 

Stage 2 – Assessment and selection 

4. Launch of advertising strategy

4.1. Following approval by the PSA to proceed with the recruitment campaign, the 
advertising strategy should be launched. This will include dissemination and 
publication of the advertisement and associated documentation, such as the 
application forms. All the adverts, once published, must be recorded for the 
purposes of the ‘Notice of recommendation’ document that will be submitted to the 
PSA once the panel has made a recommendation. It is expected that vacancies 
are advertised and open for applications for at least four weeks to give potential 
candidates sufficient opportunity to see the advert and apply for the vacancy. 

5. Receipt of application forms and shortlisting

5.1. In line with advice received from the PSA, the deadline for applications should be, 

where possible, on a Monday morning (as opposed to a Friday evening). 

5.2. No late applications will be accepted unless extenuating circumstances presented 

by the applicant are accepted by the panel. The PSA would need to be informed of 

this as part of the ‘Notice of recommendation’ submission. 

5.3. Upon receipt of the completed applications, all personal data (i.e. the front cover 

which details names, address, National insurance number etc. and the equal 

opportunity and diversity monitoring form) should be removed from application 

forms. Decisions regarding an applicant’s suitability for the post must be reached 

solely on the evidence provided of how they fulfil the core competencies. 

5.4. All anonymised applications are considered by the panel; no long-listing exercise 

is conducted by the executive team. 

5.5. If 50 of fewer applications are received, all panel members will consider all 

applications and individually complete an assessment form for each. 

5.6. If over 50 applications are received, the chair of the panel and the other member 

of the panel (not the independent panel member) will each assess half of the 

applications. Once this is complete the independent panel member will undertake 

a sample review of the scoring from each of the other two members to provide 

assurance that scoring is fair and consistent. The sample size for review will 

depend on the volume of applications received to ensure this remains manageable 

but still provides assurance.  

5.7. To ensure that decisions regarding candidates are transparent, individual 

candidate assessment summaries must be completed by the panel member(s) 
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undertaking shortlisting for each candidate and then returned to the Governance 

team. 

Campaign supported by an external executive search agency 

5.8. For campaigns supported by an external executive search agency, the recruitment 

agency may conduct part of the selection process on behalf of the panel. The 

selection panel will ensure that the agency acts in accordance with the PSA 

guidance. 

5.9. A long-listing exercise will be conducted by the external executive search agency. 

5.10. The selection panel will decide the candidates who will be selected for preliminary 

interview with the external executive search agency. This will take account of the 

evidence provided in the application. The selection panel will assure itself that the 

agency’s decisions are correct, for example by sampling the forms of those who 

were not recommended as part of long-listing. 

5.11. Preliminary Interviews will be conducted virtually through Microsoft Teams video 

conferencing. 

5.12. As with all selection decisions, the selection panel and recruitment agency 

recommendations/decisions will be fully documented. 

Shortlisting meeting 

5.13. In advance of the panel convening to agree the shortlisted candidates, the 
decisions of the panel will be collated and names placed against candidates. This 
will be circulated to the panel. An agenda will also be circulated in advance to the 
panel and this will detail the suggested interview structure including questions. 

5.14. The HCPC is committed to interview all persons with a disability who meet the 
essential criteria for a role. If the panel confirms that a candidate has fulfilled the 
core competencies, that candidate will be guaranteed an interview. 

5.15. During the shortlisting meeting, the panel will firstly declare any conflicts of 
interest. This will be included in the minutes of the shortlisting meeting to be taken 
by the Head of Governance or lead from the external executive search agency, as 
required. If a panel member has prior knowledge of an individual they would not 
make comment on their shortlisting assessment of the candidate until the other 
panel members had expressed their views. This approach would also be followed 
when discussing candidates post interview. The panel will then shortlist the 
candidates taking into account those candidates that have declared a disability, 
ensuring that the requirements of the Constitution Order can be met and mindful of 
the number of days that have been set aside for interviews. 

5.16. Once the panel has convened and agreed the shortlisted candidates, those that 
have been shortlisted and those unsuccessful candidates will be notified. Details 
of the complaints process will be included in all correspondence. 
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5.17. Interviews will be scheduled by the Governance team or lead from the external 
executive search agency taking into account any requests from the candidates 
included within their application and also the geographical location of candidates. 
Due to the time and expense of reconvening assessment and selection panels, 
requests for a change of interview date will not be considered unless a reasonable 
adjustment is being made to accommodate a candidate applying under the 
HCPC’s commitment to interview all persons with disability who meet the essential 
criteria for a role. Interviews may be held by videocall. If this is the case the 
Governance team will undertake a technology test with the candidate ahead of the 
interview. 

Campaign supported by an external executive search agency 

5.18. The selection panel will decide the candidates who will be selected for final stage 

interview. This will take account of the evidence provided in the application and 

during the preliminary interview. 

5.19. As with all selection decisions, selection panel and recruitment agency decisions 

will be fully documented. 

5.20. In the case of the Chair appointment, all shortlisted candidates will be offered the 

opportunity to meet the Chief Executive and Registrar (CER), the scope and 

purpose of the discussion will be limited to exploring strategic priorities and will not 

form any part of the selection process. 

5.21. In the case of the Chair appointment, shortlisted candidates may be invited, as 

required as part of the process, to participate in sessions with HCPC colleagues to 

explore cultural impact, this will be limited to gathering feedback on 

communication style, alignment with HCPC values and commitment to EDI, and 

potential areas to explore at interview. The feedback will not form any part of the 

decision on appointment but will be shared with the selection panel to help plan for 

final interview.  

6. Due diligence

6.1. In advance of the interviews, some due diligence checks need to be carried out as 
follows: 

• Checks need to be carried out to identify if any of the shortlisted candidates
currently undertake partner roles or are former partners. If they do, these
roles would need to be relinquished were the candidate to be successful at
interview. The information ascertained should be noted on each individual’s
‘due diligence’ record which will then be provided to panel members as part
of the interview paperwork;
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• For the recruitment of registrant members, checks will need to be carried out
to identify if any of the shortlisted candidates are subject to ongoing fitness to
practise proceedings. Should this be the case, appropriate action would need
to be taken. The information ascertained should also be noted on each
individual’s ‘due diligence’ record which will then be provided to panel
members as part of the interview paperwork;

• Checks will be carried out using the internet to confirm an individual’s
credentials, for example details of their education or previous public
appointments held. Checks of connected social media accounts will also be
made. Again, this information will be recorded as part of the ‘due diligence’
record;

• For all those individuals invited to interview, they will be asked to bring with
them evidence of the ‘Right to work in the UK’. Guidance will be provided to
candidates as to what evidence they can present. This should be saved on
file and noted on their ‘due diligence’ record.

7. Interviews

7.1. The format of the interview together with the formal questions and subject matters 
for the presentation and group discussion will have been decided at the shortlisting 
meeting. 

7.2. The panel members will each be provided with interview packs on the day. These 
will include the full completed application forms of those candidates shortlisted for 
interview and the ‘due diligence’ records for each candidate. The chair of the panel 
will also be provided with a candidate interview record to complete for each 
candidate. At the start of the formal interview, the candidate and the panel 
members will be asked to declare any conflicts of interest and these will be 
recorded as part of the candidate’s assessment. 

7.3. If the candidate is known to one of the panel members, panel members who had 
prior knowledge of an individual will be asked to make no comment on their 
assessment of the candidate until the other panel members have expressed their 
views. In the event that a conflict of interest, in the opinion of two or more 
members of the panel, compromises the ability of the panel to make an impartial 
decision, the panel member should be substituted for the duration of the process. 

7.4. Once the formal part of the interview has concluded and the independent panel 
member asked for feedback on the process, the timeline involved in the final part 
of the process should be explained to the candidates. This will assist in managing 
their expectations about when they would be likely to be made aware of the 
outcome of the interview. 

7.5. At the conclusion of each interview, the panel will agree an overall assessment of 
the candidate which will then be signed by the panel members. 

7.6. A meeting will be held at the conclusion of all interviews to determine those 
candidates who will be recommended for appointment. This will be based on both 
interview performance and the needs of the Council.  
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Stage 3 – Appointment recommendation 

8. Appointment recommendation

8.1. Once a decision has been made by the selection panel, references will be sought 
for the successful candidate(s). 

8.2. In the event that an unsatisfactory reference is received, the HCPC will convene 
the panel to confirm the course of action. 

8.3. On receipt of satisfactory references, the Head of Governance will submit a ‘notice 
of recommendation’ to the PSA on behalf of the selection panel. A template ‘notice 
of recommendation’ is available on the PSA’s website. This should include the 
following information: 

• Details of the recommendation including term of appointment;

• Details of how the process has varied in any way from that described in the
‘advance notice of intent to recommend appointment’, although it is always
better to inform the PSA of any modifications to the process before these are
implemented as well as notifying them as part of this submission;

• Details of the selection process;

• How HCPC’s obligations under the Equality Act 2010 were met;

• Details of due diligence undertaken;

• Conflicts of interest and how these were resolved;

• Details of any complaints received;

• Supporting documentation.

8.4. The PSA and Privy Council estimate that it will take six weeks to process each 
recommendation and to make the appointments. The appointment 
recommendation must be submitted to the PSA at least six weeks before the 
appointment is due to start to allow time for the induction process. 

8.5. At the same time as submitting the ‘notice of recommendation’, the chair of the 
panel will write to the Privy Council setting out the recommendations of the panel. 

8.6. On completion of the process the panel member appointed as the independent 
panel member should complete a report to confirm whether, in their view, the 
process complies with the four principles of good appointments and the quality of 
the process. This will also include an assessment of those complaints received in 
relation to the process and details of how they were dealt with. 

8.7. The independent panel member will liaise directly with the PSA on this and their 
report should be submitted at the same time that the HCPC submits its ‘Notice of 
recommendation’. 
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8.8. Once the PSA has concluded their scrutiny of the process and provided assurance 
to the Privy Council that the recruitment process adhered to the four principles of 
making good appointments, the Privy Council writes directly to the successful 
candidate(s) to let them know of the outcome. 

8.9. HCPC would then write to all the unsuccessful candidates notifying them of the 
outcome. The opportunity to request feedback should be included in the letter, 
along with details of the complaints process. 

8.10. For a campaign supported by an external executive search agency, candidates will 
be advised of the outcome of their application by our external executive search 
agency. 

9. Post appointment process

9.1. On receipt of notice that the appointment has been made by the Privy Council the 
following activities will be undertaken: 

• Welcome pack to be sent to the new member including proposed dates for
induction, dates of meetings;

• Press release agreed with member and Communications Department. To
ensure transparency this should be publicised on the HCPC’s website,
intranet, newsletter and social media feeds;

• Induction programme developed in consultation with the Chair of the Council.

10. Diversity monitoring

10.1. Data collected from applicants must be detached from application forms on 
receipt, and added to a diversity monitoring database, to be administered by the 
Governance team or external executive search agency in accordance with the 
HCPC document retention policy. 

10.2. This data should be analysed as part of the project planning exercise for each new 
appointment campaign to ensure that the diversity of Council members is taken 
into consideration in recruiting new members to Council and the advertising 
strategy amended accordingly.  

11. Complaints

11.1. The HCPC is committed to processes and procedures that are fair, transparent 
and free from discrimination. Complaints about any aspect of the appointments 
process for the Chair or Council member roles will be monitored, recorded and 
promptly handled. 

11.2. A full record of correspondence with complainants must be retained, in addition to 
any relevant documentation. 
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11.3. Guidance on how to make a complaint must be published in all information packs, 
and must be included in all correspondence with applicants. 

11.4. Complaints regarding the appointments process, or an individual’s experience of 
the process, will be dealt with under the HCPC central customer service and 
complaints process. Complaints and other feedback should be made in writing to 
the Feedback and Complaints Manager: 

Feedback and Complaints Manager 
The Health and Care Professions Council 
Park House 
184 Kennington Park Road 
London SE11 4BU 
020 7840 9708 
feedback@hcpc-uk.org 

A feedback form is also available on the HCPC’s website, which can be used to 
make a complaint or provide feedback. 

11.5. The HCPC complaints process has the following aims: 

• To deal with all complaints in an effective, fair and confidential manner;

• To acknowledge receipt of feedback within three working days;

• To respond to complaints within 15 working days;

• To keep complainants regularly updated as to the progress of their enquiry if
the issue has not been resolved within agreed times.

11.6. If a complainant is dissatisfied with the response they may then ask the Chief 
Executive to conduct an internal review. 

11.7. If a complainant remains dissatisfied with the HCPC’s response they will be able to 
raise their concerns with the Privy Council, to: 

Ceri King, Head of Secretariat and Deputy Clerk of the Privy Council, Privy Council 
Office, Room G/04, 1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2HQ. 

11.8. Administering complaints within the central system will ensure that the executive 
team has the opportunity to consider the complaints and ensure that changes can 
be made to the system, particularly if any trends are identified. 

11.9. When notifying the PSA that a recommendation has been made, details of any 
complaints received will be provided. Should the complaint arise after the 
recommendation has been made, the HCPC will provide details directly to the 
Privy Council. 

12. Reappointment of Council members or the Council Chair

12.1. Where the term of office of a Council member or Council Chair is coming to an 
end, the incumbent may be eligible to be considered for a reappointment without 
the need for open competition (as outlined in the Constitution Order). Each case 
for reappointment will be considered on its individual merits at the appropriate 
time. 
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12.2. Reappointment will only be considered where it is in the best interests of the 
Council for the individual to remain in post. There is no automatic right to 
reappointment, even where post-holders are eligible for reappointment and even 
where the incumbent has performed well in the role as the needs of the Council 
may change over time. 

12.3. Terms of appointment and the profile of skills held by Council members will be 
monitored by the Head of Governance. 

12.4. Following the completion of the annual review process for Council members and 
the Council Chair, members whose term of appointment is due to come to an end 
and are eligible to apply for reappointment, will be invited to complete a 
reappointment application form. This consists of:  

• a personal statement, explaining how the individual’s skills and experience
continue to be relevant to the business of the HCPC;

• confirmation of the individual’s eligibility for appointment;

• declaration of interests and a reaffirmation of adherence to the Council’s code
of conduct.

12.5. Members who do not wish to be considered for reappointment must confirm this in 
writing to the Privy Council. 

12.6. A reappointment panel (who will have been agreed by Council in advance) should 
be convened to consider the reappointment paperwork. The panel will consist of: 

• the Chair of the Council;

• an independent person with experience in public appointments; and

• one other member, drawn from those suitable candidates outlined in the PSA
guidance.

12.7. When consideration is being given to the reappointment of the Chair, the panel will 
consist of: 

• the chair of an independent regulator or public authority;

• an independent person with experience in public appointments; and

• one other member, drawn from those suitable candidates outlined in the PSA
guidance.

12.8. Recommendations must be made taking into account a member’s or Chair’s 
annual review forms, the Council’s skills profile, the individual’s ability to commit 
the required time to the role and the reappointment reapplication form. 

12.9. For the reappointment of the Chair, the PSA advises that a formal 360° appraisal 
process, conducted by an independent person or panel should be carried out. The 
Senior Council member will work with the Head of Governance to ensure a 
suitable review process is undertaken. 

12.10. At the end of the assessment process and when a decision has been reached by 
the panel, a reappointment recommendation template form (which can be found 
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on the PSA’s website) should be completed and submitted to the PSA. This will 
include the following information: 

• Rationale for reappointment;

• Eligibility and willingness;

• Basis of recommendation;

• Third party feedback;

• Complaints;

• Conflicts of interest;

• Compliance with legislation;

• Supporting documentation.

12.11. At the same time as the submission is made to the PSA, the panel 
recommendations should be submitted to the Privy Council together with a 
covering letter. 

12.12. Once the PSA have completed their process in respect of the reappointments, 
the Privy Council should write to those Council members who have sought 
reappointment to outline their decision. 

12.13. There is no appeal mechanism against the panel recommendation or Privy 
Council decision. 

13. Extensions and emergency appointments

13.1. If a term of office of a member was less than permitted in the Constitution Order, it 
may be appropriate to consider an extension of the appointment, i.e. if an initial 
appointment was for three years, but the maximum term is four years, it is possible 
to ask the Privy Council to extend the appointment up to the maximum term 
possible. 

13.2. Circumstances where this may be considered include a review of Council 
membership; or to allow a new Chair to consider the needs of the Council going 
forwards. It should be noted that this is a temporary measure only and must not be 
seen as a means of circumventing the need to follow a merit-based appointments 
process. 

13.3. Emergency appointments should only be used when there is an urgent need to fill 
an unexpected vacancy and there is insufficient time to run an open competition. 
The eligibility and other criteria specified in the Constitution Order will apply. 

13.4. Any application for an extension or emergency appointment must be submitted to 
the Privy Council; the Privy Council can act without seeking advice from the PSA. 

14. Independent committee member appointments and
reappointments

14.1 HCPC benefits from the involvement of independent committee members with 
specific specialist skills. 
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14.2 While the appointment of independent committee members is not regulated by the 
PSA, the HCPC follows best practice standards when appointing to these roles. 

14.3 Sections 5 to 7 of this document above apply to independent committee member 
appointments. 

14.4 The selection panel for independent committee member appointments will consist 
of the chair of the relevant committee along with up to two other members of the 
Council.  

14.5 Independent committee members will be eligible for a total term of eight years 
within a 20 year period. Any term of appointment will be for a maximum of four 
years with the potential for a further term of up to four years.  

14.6 Independent committee reappointments will be made by the Chair of the Council, 
taking in account the recommendation of the relevant committee chair and the 
reappointment submission of the independent committee member.  

Council 21 May 2026 
Council appointments

22 of 24

Item 06



Annex 2: HCPC Chair of Council appointment timeline 

 

 

 

Engagement activity to inform process (PSA 
guidance: Engagement activities should be 
undertaken early enough to allow the views to be 
taken into account during the planning phase of an 
appointments process) 

 

March - May 2026  

Constitute selection panel April 2026 

Advance notice to PSA on appointment (approx. 3 
weeks for PSA to consider) 

26 May 2026 – 16 June 2026 

 

Advert live 

 

22 June 2026 – 03 August 2026 
10:00am 

(6 weeks – longer live period as 
over the summer) 

Longlisting by agency 10 August 2026  

Panel longlisting meeting 19 August 2026 

Preliminary interviews with GS 20-26 August 2026  

Shortlist meeting and invitation to interview sent 2 September 2026  

Due diligence  Deadline w/c 14 September 2026 

Informal 1:1 with HCPC Chief Executive w/c 21 September 2026 

Informal sessions with HCPC colleagues w/c 28 September 2026 

Interviews  

 

13 October 2026 (from 1.30 only) 
and 14 October 2026 all day in 
London  

Referencing Deadline 21 October 

Notification to Privy Council and submission of 
recommendation to the PSA (allow 5 weeks) 

23 October – 27 November 2026  

New Chair appointment announced Early December 

Appointment start date 1 March 2027 
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Annex 3: HCPC Lay Council Member (ARAC Chair) appointment 

timeline  

 

 

 

 Engagement activity to inform process 
 

April-May 2026 

 

Constitute selection panel 
 

May/June 2026 

 

Advance notice to PSA (approx. 3 weeks for PSA 
to consider) 
 

22 June – 13 July 2026 

 

Advert live 4 weeks 
 

31 August – 28 September 2026 

 

Completion of longlisting 
 

2 October – 12 October 2026 

  

Independent Panel member sample checking of 
scoring for calibration (if required for over 50 
applications) 

12 – 16 October 2026 

 

Shortlist meeting  
 

21 October 2026 

 

Due diligence 22 – 23 October 2026 

 

Interviews  
 

2 or 3 November 2026  

 

Reference deadline  10 November 2026 

 

Notification to Privy Council and submission of 
notice of recommendation to the PSA (allow 5 
weeks) 
 

13 November – 18 December 2026 

 

Appointment start date 
 

1 January 2027 
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